ROME AND THE CHURCH
of favour with Pope Benedict because he had
published it during the war. Do you know that
in your negotiations with the papacy you
achieved something entirely new in history?"
Mussolini looked at me inquiringly.
"Never before, you must admit/' I continued,
"had two independent and absolute rulers living
in the same town conferred together for three
years without setting eyes on one another.'*
Laughing goodhumoredly, he said:
"Well, I have visited the Pope now."
About this visit to the Vatican, gossip had been
rife in Rome. It was said that Mussolini had
kneeled and had kissed the Pope's hand. But,
visiting him after the reconciliation, I had found
him filled with animus against the Pope, and
had doubted the rumour. The matter had a
human interest for me, so I approached it from
the flank, saying:
"I myself visited the last two popes, and
found that the formalities they prescribed were
entirely different in the two cases. This made
me wonder whether a man with a proper pride
who is not a believer ought to comply with these
formalities."
"In general," answered Mussolini, " 'I do as
the Romans do/ That is to say I accept the
customs of a country where I am being enter-